The ethical position of the attending physician in Phase III of clinical investigations.
The ethical position of the attending physician in Phase III of a clinical trial differs from his position in the other two phases. In Phase II he normally presupposes that the new drug has a priority as regards one or more therapeutic properties compared with the already known drug, which he uses as the control. Phase III is based on the results of the Phase II investigations; thus the drug has been proven to be effective therapeutically before Phase III begins. The patients have to be informed about the properties of the drug to be tested. The position of the physician informing them is explained and discussed with respect to the differences between the new and the old drug.